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OF THE 
Affairs of FRANCE: 


- With Obfervations on Transactions at Home. 


Cuefdap, Oktober 16. 1705. 


S HE Nice Article I am now upon, 
; requiring as much Explication as 


ble, Ecannot omit the fullow- 


ig ing fhort Story, which perhaps may illu- 
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‘ftrate it a little. 


© A certain Gentleman being, with much 


Difficulty, chofen Member of Parliament, 


£ One of the Freemen of the Town comes up 
*tohim, to pay him his Compliment, and 
‘with him Joy; adding, 7he Town, Sir, # 
“mighty well Sitisfyd in their Choice; and 


*we doubt not but You will difcharge the 
_ © honourable Tru, with the fame Fidelity and 


© Honour as you did, she Ja time you did us 
© the Honour to Reprefent uso 

The Compliment was good, but the un- 
happy Jeft lay here, That the very laft Sef- 
fion before that, he never ftirr’d from his 
Bottles and his Dogs, never went to London, 
never fo much as fhew’d his Face in the 
Houfe. 

While I addrefs my felf to the Members 


now Elefted to ferve in Parliament, and ap- 
ply to them ia their private feparate Capa- 
city; I take the more Freedom, and hope 
it may be with lefs Offence. 

I cannot be faid to refle€&t on any Mem- 
ber in what follows, no Seffion of this Pare 
liament having ae been made; and I hope 
the Exigence of the Nations Affairs at this 
Crifis, will {ufficiently alarm every Member 
of this Honourable Houle, and convince 
them, thar the Service of their Countrey at 
this time, above all that have lately hapned, 
calls for a more than Common Diligence. 

I cannot forget, that in the late Houfe, 
when a certain Bill was.on the Stocks, and 
the Party expecting fome more thanCommon 
Oppofition, —— thofe Members that were 
100 Miles off, and, as it was thought, had 
no Defign to be at the Houfe at all, came 
hurrying up in all Hafte, to be at Paifing 
the Grand Queftion, and to give their Vote 
to that they were fo ve of, and of a 
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the whole Nation Bas openly declar’d the 
Opinions, | neal eel. « 

Wherher thefe Gentlemen were fent for 
or no, by the earneft Sollicitations of their 
Friends, I.do not enquire 5 Whether fome 
of them did not: obtain, by their exceeding 
Diligence, that Title of Tacker, for which 
their Countrey afterwards rejected them in 
the enfuing Elelion 5 Whether they lived to 
fee the Folly of the Atcempt 5 7hefe things 
are mot so the Purpofe now, and have been 
fpoke to at large already. 

- But the Application of the Story is this 5 
Bebvid, Gentlemen, the indetatigable Dili- 
gence of a Party! "Tis hard Men fthould be 
‘mort diligent to do ill, than to do well ; 
that Men fhould take Pains to ruine their 
Countrey ; and others be backward, floth- 
fal and negligent to prevent it: That one 
Party thall fend far and near, ride and run 
to pafs a Bill, or gain a Vote, when. fome, 
en the other hand, tho’ in the very Town, 
fhall forbear their conftant Attendarce , and 
perhaps be abfent on fome unlucky Trifle 3 
when the Fate of thejr Countrey may 
chance to depend upon their lingle Voice, 
when the Good or Evil of many Ages may 
be formed, and when a Queftion may be 
put, Whether Pofterity fhall be bound te 
Curfe or Blefs us ¢ 

In the weighty Matters of a Nation, 
fuch as are debated in Parliament,the mo- 
mentous Weight of one fingle Queftion is 
fuch, as cannot be forefeen at the time of 
its Debate; and the Voice of one tingle 
Member may in fucha Junéture fave or liak 
a Nation. 

Queftions in Parliament may contain in- 
finite Circumftances and Confequences, that 
no Man cen forefee ; and tho’ the Fice of 
a Propofal in Parliament, may feem to prof- 
fer nothing Extraordinary; yet every Mo- 
tion there is big with the Deep, and, / mb 
I could alway fay welicontriv’d, Dengns of 
Men intrufted with a Nations Satety. 

Might this Pipe: Se Effettual, nos ta In- 
form, but to Rep ind the Genthmen Eleét- 
ed to this Honou.atle Truft, of how great 
Confequence an early and conftant Applicas 
tion to the great Work of the approaching 
Sefon, may be; Might fomeching more 
Mcving than Ufual, fall from me, to quick- 
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entoan Earnelt, Dil rofe 
Publick Affairs, chat che Defigns 
ous and Refolute Party, may meet. 
Timely Oppofition, and a Waking C 
fpeétion 3 1 fhould value my ‘elt upon ¢ 
BnglePerformance, and challenge all Men 
fay, That this was not a Ufeful Paper. 

Uremember, and 7 think tis to de found im 
Whitlock’s Memoirs, a Cale which may ferve — 
to convince au; Man of the Occafion there — 
is of a Conflant Actendance in Parliament. — 

The Grand Queition in the Honfe was — 
that Day, not the Lite or Death of One — 
Man, bu: of Two Englijn Noblemen togee | 
ther, which thould Live, and which fhould 
Dye, The Lord Acland and the- Lord — 
Goreing ftood both condemn’d, and the © 
Houfe had determin’d, That One only 
fhould fuffer-— The Great Queftion was; 
Which of them fhould receive Mercy, and 
which fhoutd Dye ? 

The Houle divided equally upon the Que-- 
ftion , and the Decilive Vuice fell thereby 
upon the Speaker, who gave it for the Lord’ 
Goreing; fo the Earl of oland was appoin- 
ted to Dye —— Now 1! have been-told by 
one yet living, who remembers the Stor 
very well, my Lord A/ollznd hada -particular 
Friend a Member of that Houfe, who on 
fome very {mall Bulinefs, Omitted being 
there; and by that Onifhon that Noble 
Gentleinan loft his Life, the Grief of which. 
afterwards fy af:@ed his Friend, who had 
been the Occafien of it, that he lived but 
avery little a‘ter him, and-mourn’d for | 
him to his laft Hour. 

There are a Multitude of Nobie Infee 
rencesto be drawn from this very Story, 
1 fhali hint ac buc Three, for J krow who 1 
[peak ta. 

1. Fhe exceeding Moment or Parliamen- 

tary Debates. 

2. The indiipentible Duty of a Member. 

zg» The dark Retlettions that fotliow the 
Fatal Oinidhons, 

T fhall handle the Points s.cy tenderly 5. 

But pardon me, Gentlener:, 2a (ry what js 
ablolutely Neceflary, ia ay pood Ferms as 
poinble. 

1. From this Inftanc< it is to be obferv’d, 
the Exceeding Moment of Paligmentary 
Debates; Life and Death are fume of the 
{mallef 
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Neft things that come before them ; ’tis 
je, the Commons are no Court of Jue 
icature, they are Employ’d about things 


of a Superiour Nature, to any Judicature 
_ whatever. 


A Gentleman, Chofen to Reprefent his 


~ Country in Parliament, is trufted not with 
_ the prefent Welfare of his Country only, but 


with its furure Profperity ; his Commifiion, 
from the County or Burrough for which 
he ferves, ftands Charg’d with the Lives, 
Liberties, Eftates, Religion, and the Al! of 
bis Country ; it is before himto determine, 
whether we fhall be Happy or Miferable 
Poor or Rich, have Peace or War, Trade 
or no Trade; by his Affiftance the Rich 


Thrive, the Poor are Fed, Trade Flourithes, 


our Friends are Protetted, and our Ene- 
mies aw’d ; he that omits his Concern 
there, Contributes as much as in him lies, 
to make our Rich Men Poor, our Poor 
Starre, Trade Dye, our Friends fink; and 
our Enemies Pro{per. 

Wherefore are the Speeches of Our 
Princes always fill’d with Prefing Argu- 
‘ments, atthe opening of every Seflinn, to 
move the Houfes to Unanimity of Councils, 


renders every minute Difafter of the iaft 
Concern, and little Errors, of Fatal Con- 
fequence to the whole Nation? 

would make a Man of Serious Thoughts, 
Tremble to think, what vaft Events fome- 
time’ depend, upon the Refolutions of one 
Article of the Affairs, before that Great 
Aflembly of Reprefenting Genttmen. 

Nor are they only the Prefent Affairs of 
the Nation, which depend upon the De- 
bates of this Aflembly, but their Influences 
extend to the Ages to come ; How: many 
Years, and I may fay Ages of Times, does 
it fometimes require, to unravel the Tan- 
gled Skeins of our Anceftors 3 What Blood, 
what Treafure, what Sorrows, has this 
Nacion felt, to retrieve the Steps made 
in the laf Reigns, towards Popery, Slave- 
ty, and Arbitrary Encroachments ? What 
fixuggles does Tyrranny make, betore it 
quits that hold it had taken in the De- 
bauch’d Principle: of Men ? With what Re- 
luGance do fome Men, even in this Nati- 
enof Freedom,reaffume their Liberty ? how 
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willing are they to Embrace Bondage, and 
ftoop their Necks, to the Ridiculous Yoke, 
of a Fure Divino Tyranny, and an adj 
Brutilh Obedience, more Paffive than that 
of the Inanimate Creatures? 

All this is Parliamentary Work, thefe 
are fome of the weighty thirgs thatare 
proper to their particular Sphere; but yec 
farther it lies on them, to fix the Foundati- 
ons of Liberty and Religion for the Ages to 
come; that the Struétures Pofterity may 
build thereon, may not fiak for Want of the- 
Solid Support of a well-weigh’d Council, 
and the Wifdom of thofe yet unbora, be ob- 
liged to repair the Ruines of their Father’s 
Underftanding at the Price of perhaps their 


Blood, as well as their Treafure ; and juftly 


blame us for taking lefs Care of them than 
we cught. 

"Tis before the Members of this Affembly,. 
to determine for Pofterity whether our 
Children fhall be Rich or Poor, Freemen or 
Slaves, Papifts, or Proteftants ; the Votes of 
this Houfe caft the Fates of thofe yet Un= 
born, Decide all Humane Controverties ; 
and next to God’s immediate Hand, their’s 
is the Difpofing Power in the Nation. 

How often have fuch Mifchiefs been fet- 
tled upon a Nation, either by the A& and 
Deed, or the Negle@ of fuch Affemblies as 
thefe, as God hasbeen, as it were, oblig’d 
to work Miracles to retrieve + 

Nothing fhort of Infinite Power, can. une 
doe the Work of their Hands; their Votes. 
blaft like a Tempeft, all the Flourifhing. 
Hopes of a Nation ;.when God for our 
Correction fuffers them to be mifled into. 
Error: Millions of Unhappy Confequences 
follow the leaft Diforder of their Councils; 
all the Parts of the Body-Politick, feel the 
leaft Diftemper which affeéts this Part ; like 
the Heart of the Conftitution, if ic feels a- 
ny irregular Palpitations, it throws the 
whole Body into Incurable Convulfions. 

Nothing that comes before them, can be 
call’d Little or Trifling ; even the Minute 
Articles of their Proc’edings, which may. 
feem to have little, or no Signification: in 
themfelves, and which frequently Sleep in 
their Journals for many A'ges, rife again 
upon unforefeen Occafiuns, and by being 


made Precedents for fometning more cont» 
derable, 


we 
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derable, have Confequences of the moft Sig- | 


nificant Nature. | 
Of what mighty Confequence, and how 

Farneft were the Debates, in the Cafe of 

Sir Fokn Fenwick, only upon that, to out- 


ward appearance, moft infignificant Ceremo- — 


ny, whether at the coming of Sir Fobn into 
the Houfe , the Mace fhould lye upon che 
‘Table or no ; and yet what fearching of 
Vrecedents, what Learned Speeches were 
niade upon it? and how upon that very very 
litsle Trifle, did the Authority of the Houfe, 
in the moft Significant Article of its Power, 
depend ? I mean as to Actainders of Cri- 
minals, and obliging them to Anfwer at the 
Bar of the Houle. 

In the Confideration of the mighty Con- 
fequence of Parlimentary Debates, 1 cannot 
buc obferve, how things-of the laft Concern, 
either as to Life, or Eftate, lye before them 
in a fummary way; there is the only Ardi- 
trary Power in this Nation, as a Body from 
whom there lies no Appeal, but to the 
Sovereign Tribunal of Heaven; and this 
not only, asto the Good" or Ill of particu- 
lar Perfons, but of the Nation in general ; 


Nay, in Cafes peculiar, they can pafs Sen- _ 


tences, which feem to intrench upon Jnh- 
nite Power ; they can reverfe the higheft 
Humane Judgment, take off Attainders, 
and reftore Blood ; they can Legitimate 
Baftards, Naturalize Foreigners, Repudiate 
formally Legal Births, Diffolve Marriages, 
and give a Liberty to both, to Marry again 5 
in fhort, they have an Unbounded Unlimited 
Reach, a kind of Infinite attends their 
Power, and nothing but Eternal fuperfeeds 
them.. 

The whole Nation depends intirely upon 
them; by thea we Trade, Aét, Eat, Drink, 
and poffefs our own; every Member of the 
Body feels their Influence; the higheft is 
fabjeéted to to chem, the loweft is proceéted 
by them ; the Fure Divino of Government 
istheirs, and of them the Text is plain: 
bs ought so obey, even for Confiierce 

ake. 

The Crown is a Branch of them,the Head 
and Guide of the Confticution, whofe Power 
being deriv’d from them, fupported by sbem, 
Created for them, and emply’d in Con- 
jungtion with shem, is really Sacred and 
For midable,. 
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fignificantly form’d, fo awfully deri 
lemnly Affembled, can be Petts 
upon the moft urgent, the moft n 
and the moft extraordinary Occations. 

I thal add to this Head, that not onl 
are all the Tranfaétions of this Auguft 
fembly exceeding ‘great, weighty and 
nificant, but they are more fo, at this 
Seffion of their Affembly than ufual; 
things which aow lye before. them, are to 
be diftinguifhd from all, that ever yet. 
came under Parlimentary Cognizance; not 
as we would diftinguifh great things from 
{mall, but as we make another Rank of great 
things, and diftinguifh great things inte — 
Extraordinaries I thall refer the Ap- 
plication of this Hzad, to its proper place, 
not doubtirg, bur to obferve fomevhiaie 
which may in it felf be ufeful, andin 
its particular Retrofpect, fesfonable; which — 
is the End of: any having referv’d it 
to this Month of O@ober, wher perhapsthe 
greateft Tryal of Parliamentary Manage- 
ment may he before us, that has ever been q 
feen on the Englifb Szage. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
A Continuation of the Comical Hiftory of 

the moft Ingenious Knight, Dom Quixoste 
dele Mincha, By the Licentiate Alomyo Fernane 
dex de Avellaneda,. Being a Third Volume 3 
Never before Printed in Englif Wluitrated 
with feveral curious Copper Cuts. Tranfla- 
ted by Captain Fobn Stems. London,’ Printed 
for Ffferecy Wale at the Angel in St. Paul’s 
Church-yard ; and Fobn Semx, next the Fleece 
Tavern in Cornbill, 1705. 


Juft Publith’d, 

THE Frauds and Villanies of the Prefent 
Practice of Phyfick, and the Rational 
and br Practice Compar’d. With a New 
Philofophy of the Principles of the Air, the 
neceflary and greatcft Nutriment of the Blood 
and Spirits ; of the Principles of all Animals 
and Vegetables, fupported by many Obferva- 
tions and Experiments ; of the Preparations 
se Diftillation and Infufion, and the different 
fcs of them in all Difeafes. By R. Pitt, M.D, 
Fellow of the CoHege of Phyficians and the 
Royal Society, and Phyfician of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hofpital. Sold by Edward Brewfler, at 

yhe Crane in St, Paul's Church-yard, 1705. 
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